
Parent Volunteer Workshop

May 2022

Hannah Coles

Assistant Headteacher

KS1 English Leader





Belleville Aims: 

All children

•are able to read independently

•are developing understanding of what has been read

•are engaged and motivated to read
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The role of our parent volunteers
• To read with targeted individuals or small 

groups, using our synthetic phonics approach 

to support reading and writing.

• To help develop pleasure in reading.

• To help develop understanding of what has 

been read.



Story books

Information books

Poetry books

http://www.bbcactivefunwithphonics.com/sampleRequest.html
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Children will look for patterns when 

learning to read phonetically.  They will 

build on from what they already know.
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Good phonic teaching and 

learning relies explicitly on 

the accuracy of adults' 

articulation of phonemes 

to provide a positive model 

for pupils.
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The ‘man’ trap
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Prompts to the pure sounds include;

The jolly phonics action

Using the terminology ‘bouncy/stretchy’

Looking at mouth shape & position of teeth and tongue.

Giving a clear model for them to copy.
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4 phonemes

Can use a whiteboard to write the word and underline with sound 

buttons.



Begin each session with a reading of the speed 
sound chart (in whole or part)

Use the point prompt praise technique that the 
children are used to.

Point Prompt Praise PPP



What if a child gets stuck?

• Encourage the child to sound through the word.

• Have the phonic chart there to support.

• Write on a whiteboard any sounds which come up 

for the child to look out for.

• Encourage the child to do it with you.

• Tell the child any tricky words.

• Ask the child to work out a word from picture clues 

and/or context clues after looking at the intial

sound.



Developing Comprehension















Put the child in control, allow them to hold the book and to 
make decisions.

Engage the child with the text, ask questions to check their 
understanding?

Encourage “sound-all-through-the-word” as the main 
strategy for decoding words.

If the word is ‘tricky’, not phonically plausible… tell them.

Read to them if you feel that it would be a useful model.

If something interesting comes up…pursue it!



Make the child do the thinking! 



You must have a DBS check done 

You will be told which child/children to read with –
priority will be those children who have gaps in their 
phonic knowledge and/or understanding

Quality over quantity

You will make a difference! 

Reading in the classroom



Praise, praise, praise!

Award a sticker for their efforts.

Write in the teacher/helper communication book that 

they have read with you adding any pertinent 

comments about words they found difficult.  Any 

comments are useful.



DBS check
• Regular classroom volunteers must have a DBS check 

done to allow them to work one to one with children.

• ID - drivers licence, passport

• Utility bill (within the last 3 months) or a bank 

statement

• See or contact Maria in the office at Webbs to arrange a 

time to complete the relevant forms.

• While you are waiting for the DBS to arrive, you can 

read with the children inside the classroom and wear a 

red lanyard.




