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Dear Parent/Carer

Consultation on proposed permanent expansion of Belleville Primary S chool

| wrote to you on 6 October outlining the exceptionally high demand for reception places in
many Wandsworth Primary schools, due to the rising birth rate. The Council created temporary
additional places at a number of popular and oversubscribed schools including Belleville for
September 2009.

My letter outlined details of a proposal to permanently expand Belleville Primary School and
invited suggestions and comments from stakeholders. The results of the consultation exercise
carried out in October and December 2009 showed that a sizeable number of parents of pupils
at Belleville School had major concerns about the proposals to expand Belleville School on the
current site. The main objections were in regard to overcrowding of the current site, a lack of
playground space, local congestion, building noise and disturbance on the current school site.
The Council has responded to these concerns by amending its proposals to include the
development of suitable additional accommodation on another local site and this change will
address those original concerns.

Some respondents to the original consultation suggested that the Council should invest funding
in improving other schools in the Battersea area. The Council has an excellent record in
supporting schools and has across the Borough 20 schools rated by OFSTED as outstanding. It
will of course continue to try to raise standards in all the BoroughOs schools but expanding
schools in other parts of Battersea will not address the demand for places in the Northcote area.
The majority of parents want to be able to access their local school and addressing the demand
in the Belleville/ Honeywell catchment area needs a local solution.

New Proposals for Belleville School

The Council now proposes to permanently enlarge Belleville School by creating one new form
of entry (30 pupils) at a new site which will be located on the site of the former Vines School in
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Forthbridge Road, SW11. The site will become part of Belleville School which will operate on
two sites. The current admission number for the school is 90 children and the proposed
admission number will be 120, with 30 children in each year group being taught on the
Forthbridge Road site. Both sites would be under the management of the existing leadership
and governance at Belleville Primary School.

The building on the Forthbridge Road site is in need of refurbishment but the accommodation is
suitable and generous for a one form entry school and with some remodelling will provide very
good accommodation. The playground space available for the pupils will be significantly larger
per pupil than at the current Belleville Road site.

As part of this proposal, if there is sufficient demand in September 2010, then an additional 30
pupils will be admitted to the reception age group. Additional temporary accommodation will be
provided at the Belleville site until the permanent accommodation at the Vines site is ready in
2011

The Council welcomes views from all those with an interest in Belleville School and looks
forward to receiving your comments and suggestions on the new proposals for expansion,
which | hope will address the concerns raised by the earlier expansion scheme.

Yours sincerely

..

Bruce Glockling
BSF (Building Schools for the Future)  Project Director



Please provide comments in the box below by 15th February 2010 and send to:

Saskia Andrews, BSF Project Officer (Pupil Place Planning), Education Planning, Wandsworth
Town Hall, Wandsworth High Street, London SW18 2PU.

Email: primaryexpansionconsultation@wandsworth.gov.uk

This letter is available to download from the CouncilOs website.
http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/33/building schools for the future bsf/489/consultations

Alternatively your comments can be given by hand to the school office who will forward them to
the Council.

Please provide comments on the proposed expansion of Belleville Primary School to 4 forms
of entry (120 pupils per year) on a split site.

Please state whether you are a parent with a pupil currently at Belleville School, a parent with
pre-school children, a governor, a member of staff, a local resident or other e.g. representing
an institution
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